Helping your child to become an Independent Reader
Children in P.1 will begin by working on handling books and telling stories through pictures only.

Only when your child is ready will they progress to reading books with print.

Reading is a complex skill and children will need support and encouragement at home to make this an enjoyable experience.  Children can develop a negative attitude to reading from a very young age if they are not praised and encouraged for their efforts.  
Here are some little tips for you to think about when reading at home with your child.
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Before reading 

1. Find somewhere quiet and distraction free
2. Look through the book yourself first so that you:

a. [image: image1.wmf]Know what it is about

b. Can talk about it

c. Are aware of which new words you may need to introduce e.g. names of characters

3. Go through the book with your child

Introduce key words e.g character names

4. Ask - what do you think is happening from looking at the pictures?

[image: image3.wmf]
1. Pick out some words that your child will not know but will need to recognise in order to be able to read the book.

· Ask them to look for the word.
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If they can find it ask how they knew that was it, expect them to say things like ‘it began with the ‘B’ sound.’

· If they can’t find it show it to them and ask them to look at the letters.  Say ‘look it begins with the ‘B’ sound, say it for me.  What other sound do you know in that word?’ (Don’t ask them to memorise every letter in the word, just enough to give clues for the next time.)
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Responding to unknown words

If your child stops at a word give him/her a second or two to see if they will make an attempt. If it looks as if they won’t get it tell them quickly so they won’t lose the story line. Don’t say things like “you knew that word back there why don’t you know it now?”  You can do some follow up work with such words at the end of the story.

Responding to good attempts. 
Sometimes when children meet a word they don’t know they will make a guess. Often the guess will be wrong but they will have used their brain wisely in making the attempt. E.g. in the sentence ‘the boat was in the pond’ they might say ‘pool’ instead of ‘pond’.
Don’t just look on this as a mistake; praise your child for making a sensible mistake. Say things like ‘pool was a good guess because you might have a boat in a pool and it was a ‘p’ word. But if you look closer what sound would you have needed at the end of POOL? Yes that’s right you would have needed an ‘L’.


Responding to use of punctuation

When praising, actually say what your child has done well. E.g. for good expression used with an “!” don’t just say ‘well done’.  Be specific; say ‘I love the way you shouted out when you saw the exclamation mark.’

Your child will remember that that is something good to do and  will repeat it.

Responding to attempts at good expression
Say things like ‘I loved the way you put on Billy’s voice, 

it really sounded like a little boy crying.’
Responding to self-correction

Self- correction is when your child makes a mistake, realises and corrects it without any help. Often this can sound very confusing to the listener but it is something that should be praised. When your child does it say ‘well done’ and allow her to read on.

At the end of the section or page bring him/her back to the part and say ‘I like the way you sorted that out. Tell me how you knew it was wrong and what you did to fix it.’

Coping with very long pages/books.

Don’t be afraid to share the reading, it is much more enjoyable and it is good for your child to hear you modelling good expression and use of punctuation etc.


After the reading
Only do these activities if your child has enjoyed the reading and is still appearing alert.

1. Ask questions about the story and ask what they liked or disliked about it.

2. Look at the new words that they learnt.  If they are words that they will meet again choose a few for him/her to memorise by asking her to try writing them on the mat/in the air/on your back etc (with their finger.)

This activity would not normally be done on names, as they change from book to book.

To conclude, please let these tips be used as a means of making your child feel good about their reading. If you want him/her to become a good reader they must ENJOY READING!!!  So please make it as fun as possible, don’t drag it out if your child is getting restless and give plenty of praise along the way!
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Tip!  At this stage no reading has actually taken place, it is all chat about the book so that your child will have a good idea of the story line and will already have heard and looked at any tricky new words.








Tip!.- In all this work that has taken place before reading you have been building up a sense of the story and have been showing your child key words so that when your child starts to read they have done lots of good preparation.  Now they are ready to start!











Note - By doing things like this you are really encouraging your child to make sensible attempts and they will get better by practising. If you overlook sensible mistakes and only see them as being wrong they won’t bother to try.














Note - If your child is doing this in their reading it is a real strength. By praising and recognising what they have done you are encouraging them to keep on doing it. This skill of self- correcting is one that all adults must have so ENCOURAGE and PRAISE every time it happens, no matter how broken up the reading might sound.




















